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railway facilities for those districts which
to-day are producing large quantities of
commodities but bave not the needful facili-
ties to get those eommodities away to the
markets that are offering.

On motion by Mr, Latham, debate ad-
jonrned.

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m,
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Debate resumed, from the 7th August.

Hon, E. H. GRAY (West) [4.38]: & de-
sire to associate myself with the eongratu-
Intigna .and welcome extended to the Leader
of the House, to the Honorary Minister, and
to the new members. In my opinion the
present session will be ome of . the most
momentous in the history of the State, Al-
though wo have had Labour Governments
before, we have pever had one at such a
time when the whole trend of popular
opinion the world over hds been in the
same dircetion. T congratulate Mr. Drew.
I.did not know him hei"cnﬂil I entered this
Chamber, but long before he was relurned
on this occasion, I had heard bim spoken of
from hoth sides of the Youse in terms of
bigh commendation. My shoit aequaint-
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ance with him satisfies me that he will up-
bold the reputation he made previously
when he oceupied the position of Leader of
the Houge, The Colonial Secretary has a
very diffieult task in this Chamber, but I
think Mr. Drew will be able to carry it ont
with credit te himself and good to the
country. Various speakers on the Address
have stressed the nou-party character of this
Chamber. That shows how otterly divoreed
they are from public gpinion. This House
is in very bad odour with the comnion
people. ) _

Hon, J. Ewing: This House! )

Hon. ¥, H. GRAY: Yes, owing to the
class-natore of its legislation; and it is
held in contempi by numbers of wembers
of all political patties betanse of its rash
consarvatism. .

Hon. J. Ewing: I wish they woild put it
to the test. :

Hon. A, Lovekin: Why, it is mpre demo-
cratic than the other placel We have been
told so. | | o . .

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The truth of my
statement is demonstrated by the very small
number of voters that gn to the poll in any
constitnency where Labour is got well re-
presented on the rolls,. Members should
sit up and take notice of the trend of pub-
lic opinion and endeavour to meet the .de-
mands for progressive legislation that have
beep made through the Lowex House.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Why are they
not represented bn the rolls? :

on. E..H. GRAY: Beeausg the constitu-
tion of this House ie one, of the most con-
servative in the B;itish Empire,, R
. ‘ it Maefarlane: You do not know
anything . about 1%, N o
.. Hon. 'E. H. GRAY; tf_thj.p ouse met
the Geinand for mora progressive legislation,
would moke for a more effective Cham-

L., . . Do LA

%on. T, Cornell: _]iow a you,chpuTt for
a 44 per ceq%. poll at thp Federal elections?

'l;‘in' E. H. GRAY: Wherever there are
working. people within reggonable dceess of
the bogths, flr bigger S 18 of elec e

o to the poll than in other parts, .We
ate the astounding stalé of affairs that
the working people in some parts of the
State have no répresentalioh whatever in
this House. In the timber areas theie tre
hundreds of mén who, through the nature
of theit calling, can have no say whatever
in the constitvtion of this Honse. It is
time an_alteration waa made, so that every
man and woman over the age of 21 should
havé a say ag fo who shall represent them
in this Chamber,

Hon. A. Lovekin: How many do not pay
6s.. per week? L. -

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mi. Hamérsley com-
menfed upon thé absencé of a puard of
homour and other di la:{x at the opeuing of
Parliament and asked the reason. I think
the Premier aceurafely interpreted pub-
lic opinion hy abolighihyr the guard of hon-
our. I would rather have a gnard of hon-
oirt represéntiag bibles than bayonets, But
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if a guard of honour werec necessary, it
gshould be drawn from the boys and girls
attending the public schools in the metro-
politan area, so that members would be re-
minded that the legislative efforts they
were about to put forth wounld have a vital
effect for guod or evil upon the rising gen-
eration, .

on. J. Cornell: Whom would you draw
uvpon if the Japs came beret

Hon, E. H. GRAY: I confess to having
a weakness for display and brass bands. It
has heen stated in the Press that it is time
Parliament obtained 2 pew flag on account
of the present onc being somewhat dilapi-
dated.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you going to put
up the red flag?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : 1 suggest that a new
Australian flag be purehased.

Hon, E. H. Harrig: Why?

Hon, E, H. GRAY: Because it represents
the national aspirations. The man that
sticks close to the Australian flag sticks
elose also to the Umon Jack. In order to
conform with public opinion I would alse
have the League of Nations flag flying be-
neath it. I am of opinion that the working
clags and all peaple that think at
all have come to the econclusion it
is time we had more international
understandinga. If we had, there wanld
be a better chance to abolish war.
Mr. Holmes and Mr, Lovekin made lengthy
apeeches harshly criticising the late Gov-
ernment, I do not intend to imitate that
attitude, but will let the dead past bury
its dead. Mr. Holmes stated in his speech
what were the aims and objects of every

arty. In his opinion, the aim and object
of the Labour Party, when going before
the electors, were State trading and da;
labour, while the other parties preferred
private enterprise and contract work.
Heaven forbid that the things ascribed by
Mr. Holmes to the Labour Party should
be their only desires for the bemnefit of the
common people.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Who are the common
people?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: The people who work
in shops, factories, and so forth,

Hon. .. Daffell: What is the difference
between the cdmmon people and the under
dog? ;

Hon. E. H. GRAY: There are various
degrees of common people and of under
dogs. Generally speaking, ‘‘the common
people’’ means the people who are about
a week off starvation. Legislation should
be passed enabling those people to obtain
a ghare of the benefits of life and of the
wealth produced by the labour of the
community. The Labour Party’s chief
object is to meke things beiter for the
majority of the people, and thus confer a
bewvefit upon the whole nation, including
those elasses that are now comfortable
and happy. The 44-hour week regulatien
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issued by the Government was discussed
on the Supply Bill. I was surprised at
the reluy of speakers against the Gov-
ernment. Why should not that regulation
bave Leen passed, seeing that the Govern-
ment’s policy is a 44-hour week? The
least we look for from Governments is
that by living up to their ideals they
should set an example to other employera.
In reintroducing the 44-hour week the
Government were merely keeping their
word given to the people during the
geveral election. Mr. Seddon’s remarks
were apparently intended to prove that
industry was resting on the apex of the
pyramid and not on ita basa, They are a
sign to me that some people stand with their
heads buried in the dust of conservatism
and with their feet in the air. To show
how wrong Mr. Seddon is, lat me point out
that similar arguments were used 82 years
ago in the British Parliament, and later
on in Australian Parliaments, whenever
progreasive legislation was introduced. I
projiose to quote ceriain arguments used
at Home in 1842, 82 yearh ago. Let me
express the hope that 80 years hence some
Augtrelian member of Parliament will
read Mr. Seddon’s arguments against the
introducfion of the 44-bour week and show
Low frivolous Mr, Seddon’s reasoning was.
In 1842 thinge were at a low ebb in the
coal mining industry of the Old Country.
I am taking this information from & book
written by Mr, A, A, Wilson, M.L.A,, which,
begides deseribing the low eondition of the
industry, gives excerpts from the British
‘‘Hansard’’ of that period. At that time
progressive thought, as represented by
members of Parliament, bad arrived at
the eonclusion that the work of women
and children in coal mines should be
abolished. A mass of facty and figures
was adduced to show that the abolition
ought not to take place, as it would spell
lisaster to the country. The Marquis of
Londonderry of that day said—

Some coal seams required the emnploy-
ment of women. He believed that if
the employment of female labour was
interdicted, the result would be that the
working of many collieries would be
abandoned. With regard to the age at
which boya shonld be employed in these
collieries, he thought they were as fit
for work at the age of eight as when
they were ten. If they refused to per-
mit boys to be employed in this work
before they arrived at the age of 10
years, how were the colliers to bring up
and educate their children?

Tord Wharncliffe is reported as follows:—

With respect to the employment of
femules, he thought it had not yet been
gatisfactorily proved that it was ad-
virahle to prevent women from working
in collieries. He haijled with satisfae-
tion the alternative allowing boya of
ten to work.
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To-day in Collie we have the remarkable
spectacle of men working six hours a day
and producing more coal, per man, than
any other coal miners in the world.

Hon. J. Ewing : That is the contract
system. Those miners all work under cou-
tract.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Yes, thai is not day
labour.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is taking place
82 years after members of the British
Parliament spoke against legislation for
taking women and children ont of the
mines and letting them live in God’s pure
air. The possibility of the shorter hours
is due to the application of seience and
invention to industry. It is not suggested
for a moment that men working the 44.
bour week should give all their spare time
to idleness. Is it not a faet that every
business concern in the British Empire
which has adopted the short houre principls
has won success? Take the Suunlight soap
people. They were one of the first firms
in the Old Country to intreduce short
hours, and what firm has gained more
splendid suecess than they? Again, there
is the Cadbury chocolate firm.

Hon. A. Lovekin: How many hours do
Cadbury’s work?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: They were working
eight hours, I think; but when they intro-
duced the eight-hour day other industries
were working 16 hours, Yet the aight-
hour firm beat the others ir the markets
of the workl.

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: Thoss firms had the
benefit of protection in England.

Hon. E. H., GRAY: Take the Tord
motor-car people. Mr. Ford bhas actually
said that it would be better for men to
work only 36 hours a week; and where
does one find a greater industrial success
than his? Organiged labour is beginning to
see that redoction of hours is the one true
gain that the worker cannot have filched
from him by the machinations of capital-
ism, and that it reduces wnemployment. As
has been demonstrated here time and again,
bigh wages can he taken away from the
worker; but a reduetion of hours cannot
be taken from him either by rigging the
market or by any other means. 1t is amus-
ing to hear the strings of arguments against
the 44-hour week which are adduced by men
who generally begin to work at 10 a.m. and
finish at about 4 p.m.

Hon. J. Cornell: I plead guilty to not
working at all. .

Hon, E, H, GRAY: I would not plead
guilty to that. During the recent Parlia-
mentary tour through the Midland Junection
workshops we saw what machirery can do.
There was a dog-spike machine turning out
13,000 dogs per day, whereas a few years
ago it was only possible to turn out 400
per day by hand labour. Boiler plates were

shown to ma heing fixed up by machinery.
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To-duy three can he deall with in a day,
while less than 20 years ago it took ome
week to do one plate. Surely the workers
should not be denied a share in the benefits
derived by industry from science and inven-
tion. I was somewhat taker aback by NMr.
Cornell’s contention that Government em-
ployees are for the most part an appendiz
that is neeessary to the continoed well-
being of the institutions controlled by the
Government, but that they produce no
wealth. That statement will hardly be te-
ceived with any degree of enthusiasm by
the thousands of workers in the Government
service. I always understood that any man
who did labour, as long as it was well
direeted, praduced wealth or increased
wealth.

Hon. J. Corneli: The man I had in mind
preduces no miore wealth than a member of
Parliament, and that i3 very little.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Jr. Nicholson made
a mild attack upon the Bill to fix reuts
which is to be submitted by the Governinent.
He put up what seemed a good ease for the
mass production of houses. The trouble is
that there is no money available for a large
production of houses by the Government,
owing to the deplorable state of the finan-
ces. Therefore the Government must do
the next best thing, which i3 to introduce
a law to fix rents. That law will not affect
the landlord who tries to do a fair thing,
but it will affect the landlord who is abso-
lutely hWleeding the whole of the people, and
not ouly the busincss people, in the metro-
politan area. Tt is high time such a mea-
sure were enacted, and T am pleased to see
it mentioned in the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. J. Cornell: What is the pood of
the Fair Rents Act in Sydney?

Hon, K. TT. GRAY: The trouble iy that
there is no Labour Government in operation
in New South Wales. Parliaments van pass
Aects by the dozen, but they are valueless
unless enforeced. I wish to refer to the re-
port of the Education Department that was
laid on the Table of the House last week,
Tt contains a very important paragraph of
which I think members should take notice.
It refera to the employment of school child-
ren and says—

There is urgent nced of legislation
which will prevent the improper employ-
ment of children of school age. It is
useless to make edueation compulsory if
children can he employed in such 2 way
that their health is injured and that thev
cannot gain the benefits that the sehool
should provide. During the last year
some shocking ecases have been brought
under the notice of the department. Un-
til Iegislation is passed, it is impossible
to take any effective action. One boy
aged 121% starts delivering papers every
morning at 5.45, finishing his round at
8.15. He is mnaturally unfit for school.
The medical officer states that his health
is adversely affected. Hig father and
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elder brother are regularly employed in

the Government service.

I know what I would do in a case like that;
I would take drastic action and sack the
father. The department recognise that
there iz urgent need for legislation, and it
is high time that it was introduced to pre-
vent this sort of thing occurring. I hope
the Leader of the House will stand to the
report of his officers and if possible this
gession introduece 8 measure that will have
the effect of abolishing cbild labour.

Hon. E, H. Barris: It is not mentioned
in the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: But it is mentioned
in the report of the department. Still fur-
ther dealing with the Education Depart-
ment, and remembering the state of the
finances and the fzet that most of the
metropolitan schools are overcrowded, as
well also as the fact that a number of
students have to pay their railway fares in
order to reach the places of learning, 1
think there is every need in this respect to
overhaul the accounts of the department.
1 have no desite to detain members at any
length on this subjeet, but there is a special
item in connection with the Edueation Vote
to which T wish to refer. A sum of £13,629
was voted for driving children to school.
What I intend to tell the House js informa-
tion gathered from aetual experience. The
sum conld be greatly curtailed, at any rate to
ene-half.  The object of the vote ia to enable
¢children living long distances from school
to get there by means of a conveyance. On
the other hand, the department admits that
the vote does not aceomplish what it sets
out to do. For instance, there are schools
where the attendance does not exceed eight,
nine, or }0. A new settler going on the
land very rarely has a spare horse that his
ehildren e¢an ride or drive to school; he
must wait 12 montha or twe years before
he ean acquire a horse for this purpose,
though I admit, in some instances, it is pos-
gible for kim to borrow his mneighbour’s
horse. In the main, however, the new sct-
tler does not hencfit from the driving allow-
anee, and, on the other hand, it canscs a Jot
of cxpense to the department by reasom of
the depariment having to pay for the con-
veyance of the rhildren of wealthy farmers,
who are not slow to take advantage of
this vote. Tn many instances well-to-de
farmeras have reecived as much a9 152 a
week from the department in this respect.
I anpggrest that this is a matfer into which
the Minister shonld make mquiries.

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott: I thought you
objected to one 'aw for the rich and one
for the roor.

Hon. E, H, GRAY: T do. City children
have to travel sometimes four and five miles
to school and they must pay their own
fares. T have no ohjection to assistance
being given to country people. but a hroad
view gshould be.taken of the position, and,
if mecessary, t*e distance could be extende
from three to five miles. .
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Hon, J. Corucll: Where in the metro-
politun arva do school children travel five
miles?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Many have to travel
from Cottesloe to Perth.

Hon. J. Uornzel): Yes, to attend gecond-
ary schools,

Hon. J. Ewing: The josition is ‘exactly
the same in the conntry.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: 1 object to workers’
children laving to walk or to pay, while
the children of well-to-do farmers are as-
sisted from the Edncation Vote.

Hon. J. Cornell: My boy gets a pass to
school and he is omly in the seventh
standard.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: ‘There are any num-
ber of boys and girls in the sixth and
seventh etandards wro have to pay. If the
hon. member will inquire at the depart-
ment to-morrow morniug he will find that
my statement iz correet. I am not in the
habit of making mis-statements in this
House, and I repceat that this vote should
be overhauled and then reduced. One hoy
driving to school receives 6d. a day and if
there are five in the same family the
amount is 2s. G6d. and so on, There shounld
be a maximum allowance ranging from 6d.
to 1s. 6d., according to the number in the
family. Ancther nducation matter to which
I Qesire to refer deals with statiomery. The
amount gpent annually on books and sta-
tionery and other school requisites ruus to
nearly £13,000 and the parents of ihe
pupils have to pay that amount. The
stationery is generally porchased in small
shops which usually vield a big profit. I
suggest that if the Government cannot
afford to provide school requisites free of
charge, they should start their own store
and handle all t"e materials with the aid
of the teachers.

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott: Most of these
things are fads of the department.

Hon. E, Y. GRAY: Children attending
szhool coulil then acquire their requisites at
a much cheaper ecost, beecause the Govern-
ment would secure them at wholesale prices
and wonld not need to make an cnormous
vrofit. In this way everybody would bene-
fit. T know ihat the shopkeepers would not
like this, but the Government showld never
hesitate to do that which ie of advaatage
and n Dbenefit to the community. T con-
gratulate the North-West representatives on
the enthusiaym they display whenever they
refer to that part of the State. I have seen
& little of the North-West myself, and what
I have seen induces me to share their en-
thugiasm. The North-West has been locked
up and progress stopped through mal-ad-
ministration and on the part of the previons
Government’s getion in extending the pas-
toral lcases in the manner they did. I do
not hesitate to say that if Mr. Miles in-
serted an advertisement in the paper to-
merrow morning, mviting 400 young fel-
lows to go to the North, he would have no
difficulty in gefting many more than that
number, provided, of course, that he as-
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gured them goodl homes and decent living
conditions. The hon. member muost have
received any number of letters from people
who dcsired tbat their sons should go to
the North. I know that many have ecome
my way. Finding avenues of employment
for the yomg men of to-day has become a
seriors Troblems,  ITundreds of lads de-
teriorate beennse fhey connot get work to
do. Boys whko leave school are uot big
enough to take men’s jobs, and the eonse-
quenee is that they waste a valuable period
of their livis in city employment.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Yhat about the ap-
prentiecship question?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: You cannot find
work for apprentices, What is the posi-
tion to-day! T know of a case where 2
high Government official trained his lad to
he an engineer and, on acount of there
being no proper outlet, that boy is now
gerving bebind a eounter.

Hon, V. Hamersley: And yet you
are advociting *he establishment of more
high schools.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The question of
apprenticeship will not solve the diffienlty.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is there not a scar-
city of bricklayers and carpenters here?

Hon. ¥. H. GRAY: That will not solve
it either. Moreover, there are any number
of them out of work to-day.

Won. . F, Baxter: They do not want
work.

Tfon. E. H. GRAY: T can find all ihe
earpenters the hon. member wants in two
hours.

Bon. E. H, Harris: What is your pro-
posal that will solve the difficulty? .

Hon, E. H. GRAY: It is a suggestion.
We have in the North-West 7,000 whites,
whilst in the Kimberleys the number is
2,000, Against these figures there are
23,000 aborigines. Of the total number of
natives only 4,000 men, women, boys and
girls are working. You cannot send ihe
vouthes from the soathern parts to the
North-West, T have devoted some atten-
tion fo tlis question and have interviewed
a number of station managers and pas-
toralists themselves, and I have not mct a
man vet who has advoeated sending Ilads
from 16 years of age upwards to the North
to work. They almost invariably reply,
“'Let them remain in the south until they
are men becauvse of the dangers arising
from tle native question.’’ Seeing that
there are 23,000 natives in the North, and
a very smail proportion of them only work-
ing, a scheme ought to be prepared hy
which the natives could be segregated with
big reservations in different parts of the
North, where no white men other than offi-
cials should have aecess. If that were done
it would ther be possible for the youth of
the State to go to the North-West after
leaving school. The average youth has read
about the North-West and in faet every
part of Australia.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: We want group
scttlers up there; close settlement is what
is wanted in the North.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Motor cars, tele-
phones and other things have completely
transformed the North-West. There is no
doubt that they are splendid people who live
there. All the comforts, advantages and
enjoyment of the North, however, are con-
centrated around the homes of the statiom
owners or the managers, In order to effec-
tively deal with the native guestion there
sionld be s=mall settlements around every
station. Take & million acre proposition on
the Gascoyne—

Hon, (. W. Miles: There are not any.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: T have seen soms.
Most of these big properties employ only
about 12 men. If six of these men were
married, the station owuer, if he were a pro-
gressive man, could build for these mix rama-
lies a residence on the station, and the fami.
lies could be reared there. 'I'he children
could be educated oun the place, even if they
had a trip to the coast onve a year, at a
cheaper price than many children in the
agricultural districts can be educated. Fur-
thermore, they would be brought up to sta-
tion life. 1t strikes me that there are good
opportunities in this direction, provided the
native question is dealt with, of raising a
race of young Australians inured to the con-
ditions and the climate instead of at nre-
sent, possibly raising & polyglot race. That
is a question worthy of consideration. Con-
gidering the enormous wealth that is pro-
duced on these stations, an obligation is
cust on these owners to make an attempt to
golve the difficulty. It wounld not be an ex-
pensive matter to ¢rect homes for the men
who are employed, and T hope that station
owners will see the advantage of adopting
the suggestion. Interwoven with the ques-
tion of populating the North is the ship-
ping question, and that of meat markets.
The present Government are fully alive to
the nccessity for increasing the State Steam-
ship Service and abolishing the black labour
hoats along our coast. Alternatively, let
thom abolish the black labour boats and in-
crease the white service boats.

Hon. 3, W. Milea: You do not propose
to cut out the four boats altogether?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I want to see more
boats on the coast. The present service is
unsatisfactory. We frequently see black
labour boats cutting against the State
stenmers and they serve no good purpose
whatever.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would yon subsidise
the white service boats?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is for the Gov-
ernment to say. I would do anything T eoura
to get rid of black labour on the ghips. There
i3 no doubt Western Australia is held in
the merciless grip of the meat ring, both
by land and by sea. Tt i3 the function of
the Government to break that ring. In
order to properly grip the situation a siudy
of the stock statistics is mnecessary. 'rnmp
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total number of cattle in Western Australia
up to December, 1923, according to the pub-
lished reports, was 953,764, an inerease over
tho year 1919 of 73,120. The number ot
cattle in West Eimberley to December,
1923, was 287,282, and to the end of De-
cember, 1922, it was 288,410, a decrease of
1,128. The number of cattle in East Kim-
berley to December, 1923, was 302,318, and
to December, 1922, it was 283,982, an in-
crease of 18,326, The cattle position is not
good, but it is not unsatisfactory. With re-
gard to the sheep, however, the state of af-
fairs i8 alarming. 'The number of sheep in
the Btate to December, 1922, was 6,664,135
and to Dccember, 1923, it was 6,595,867, a
decrease of 68,268. The demand for sheep
on the part of our farmera and the high
price of wool have no doubt led to the pre-
gent high price of mutton. Whilst these
high prices might be reduced slightly if the
Government took control of the trucks that
take the sheep to market, I do nof think
much can be done to alter the position for
the next 12 months. The figures covering
the cattle and sheep shipments to Fremantle
frcm the North-West ports, for 12 months
June 30, 1924, will give members some idea
how much we depend on the North-West for
our meat supplies. The number of cattle
shirped from Nor'-West ports wp to June
30, of this year show an inerease of 2,857,
the total nember being 14,136, The num-
ber of sheep shipped to June 30 this year
wus 40,478, an increagse over 1923 of 7,052.
Tt is then neeessary to compare these ship-
mente with the cattle and sheep slaughtered
in the metropolitan area, and the various ae-
tivities of the big men who are connected
with the meat ring I suppose there are no
more than six big opaaters on the meat
market and two associated firms, namely,
Messra. Dalgety Ltd. and Elder Smith ana
Co. These penple eontrol the position and
have dome so since January last. Speeches
have been delivered by members coneerning
the btad mmagement of the Mitchell Gov-
ernment. T eonsider that their callous uaection
in neglecting the opportunity to comtrol the
ring constitutes the biggest impeachment
that covuld be made against them, and ean-
not be compared with their operations in
connection with the group cettlements or
even sandalwood.

Hon. G. W. Miles: How do you propose
to remedy the position?

Hon. J. Ewing: What is wrong with
group settlement?

Hon. E, H, GRAY: Sir James Mitchell
started a new thing when he began group
gettlements.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They have been in
operation in Vietoria for many years.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Although it may be
very costly in the beginning, like all new
things, T think this will pan out all right.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is the most geuner-
ous statement I have heard from any of your
party.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Does your Government
say that to-day?
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Hon. E. H, GRAY: I am speaking for
myselt. The statistical departmeni and the
agrieultural department are possessed of
ail the data converning sbeep and cattle
and everything connected with agricul-
ture. Those departments could remedy
the evil, but they sit back and let
the big operators work the market as they
please. Ever since last January we have
been buying beef at twice the price that
hus been paid in the Eastern States. Re-
vently there appeared a series of articles
in the ‘' West Australian’’ by an American
explorer through the Northern Territory,
and he mentioned that bullocks were being
sold for £12 10s. That hos been the aver-
age price in Adelnide for the last six
mouths, and in Meibourne and Sydney the
price has ranged from £12 upwards. On
the other hand we have been paying £20
128, Gd. in t. ¢ metropolitan wmarkets. The
Government should have satepped in and
remedied that position by first of all stop-
ping the exportation of Wyndham beef.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: And brenk a con-
tract.

Hon. E, H, GRAY: My reason for apeak-
ing at this length is to plave the seriousness
of the meat position before members. One
of the first things the leader of the Hoose
did was to bandle the meat question. He
did this promptly, and was instrumental in
consipgnments of beef heing sent from
Wyndham, which materially affected the
market for a week or two, Unfortunalely
the bad administration of the late Govern-
ment effectively prevented people from ohb-
taining cheap meat,

Hon. J. Ewing: That is not correct. TUn.
fortunately, T have no opportunity of re-
plying .now, but I am quite prepared to
mnke a statement on the snbject.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: There is a depart-
ment specially engaged in collating these
figures. They can be used by anybody, and
should have been used in the intercsts of
the people by the late Government. Every
facility is given to the heads of the differ-
ent firms to avail themselves of this infor.
mation, It does not require an expert to
handle surh figures. If anyone cares to ait
down before the statistics he can arrive
at the whole position in a very little while.
There is no doubt we have been the victims
of this merciless ring for at least three
years. I have a suggestion to make that
shouli remedy the difficulty. The number
of eattle slaughtered in the metropolitan
area in 1921 was 23,545, in 1923 it was
23,444, and in 1924 it was 27,057, There
were 362,122 sheep elaughtered in the metro-
nolitan area in 1922, 345,784 in 1923, and
278,582 in 1923.4. The number of catile
slanghtered this vear showed an inerease
of 3,613 over 1923. The number of pigs
slaughtered this year showed a decrease of
92, and there was a small increase of
130 in the nomber of calves slanghtered.
The numher of sheep slanghtered showed a
decrense over 1923 of 67,192, and over the
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year 1922 a decrvase of B3,540. One does
not require to be a Rhodes sehalar to under-
stand the rcason for this, and the need of
looking to the Nor-West for supplics.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You want to be an
athlete to ent rome of the heef.

Hon, E, M. GRAY: The figures ean easily
be obtained. The late Government had the
staff available and shouwld have taken action.
Instead of sending our beef to Belgium at
an average price of 3d. per Ib. it should
have been brought inte the metropolitan
area, and so reduce the price by abont 50
per cent.

Hon. J. Ewing:.Then let the Government
do it now.

Hon. B. H. GRAY: Unfortnnately the
Government capnot do it immediately, be-
cause their hands are tied by the actions
of the late Government, The output of
the Wyndham Meat Works was sold to the
Belgian Government.

Hon. J. Ewing: They have their opjo
tunity thia year.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: And they will take it.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Was that uot the in-
tention of the Labour Government when
they started the Freezing Works?

Hon, E, H. GRAY: The frst intention
wag to relieve the metropolitan market.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That was the idea.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: These figures prove
that we must look for our meat supplies to
the Kimberleys. For the 12 menths up to
June 30 Iast, the number of cattle ard
sheep killed for the metropolis represents
a shortage equal to 3,800 head. I would
like to stress the point mentioned by Mr.
Ewing that we have spent over £1,000,000
on the Wyndham Meat Works. And yet
the late GGovernment did not see fit to use
the Wyndham meat to relieve the position
in the South!

Hon. J. Ewing: You do not understanil
the position.

The PRESTDENT: Order!
member proceed.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That was ane of the
worat features of the trovble. In 1920 the
average price for beef in the metropolitan
garea was Ti4d. per lb.; in 1921 it was
53d. per 1b,; in 1822, 53d. per Ib.; in
1923, 5d. per lb.; and during 1924 it has
ranged from 7d. to 4lad. per Ib.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you quoting
wholesale prices?

Hon. EB. H. GRAY: Yea. If hon. mem-
hers studied the market reports in the East-
ern States, they would sec that the average
prices over a given period represent abont
balf those fipures and range from 314d. to
44. a 1h.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: Where does the major
portion of the beef for the metropolitan
area come from?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: ¥Prom the Kimberley
distriets.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And you have not
the boat space neceszary to bring the meat
down! That is the erux of the position.

T.et the hon.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We could bring large
quantities of beef down by the metor ship
“*Kangaroo.” That vessel has space for
300 tons of frozen bheet.

Hon, C. F. Baxter:
not frozem, beef.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: The '‘Kangaroo'’
could bring down 300 tons of frozen heef,
and 150 toms of chilled beef.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do the people like
chilled or frozem beef, or do they demand
fresh beef?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Until this year with
a combination on the part of the master
butehers, who were opposed 1o frozen meat
being utilised, the people showed a strong
preference for fresh meat, but now, thanks
to the efforts of the Colonial Secretary and
his department, that has heen changed.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: Did not a man get
the sack from a Claremont ingtitation for
asgisting the frozen beef industry?d

Hon. E. H. Harris: He has since bheen
reinstated.

Hon. E.H, GRAY: That man was sacked
for talting frozem beef at the price of
fresh beef. He should have been kept ont
of hig position, in my opinien. Im 1921,
deapite the fact that there were no addi-
tional ships operating, 20,6938 cattle were
shipped from the North-West te Fre-
mantle. This year only 14,000 head of
cattle have been brought down. There
may be some reasonable explanation for
thig, but I know that on one or two occa-
sions the State steamer ‘“Bambra’’ has
comeé down the coast empty.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not forget that
this has heen a bad season.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Had there been any-
thing like good management displayed,
cattle would have been ghipped down fo
relieve the position. Seeing that the
sheep position is so bad

Hon. G. W. Miles: You eannot expect
the sheep grower to sell his sheep while
he can get such high prices for wool.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, I do not com-
plain about mutton, but I do eclaim that
we should get cheaper beef. Unless addi-
tional shipping facilities are available
next season, the Minister will require to
bring down 1,000 or 1,200 tons of frozem
beef to relieve the position.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That is a good idea.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And more live stock
should he sent down, too.

Hon. E. . GRAY: In view of the large
amount of capital locked up in the Fre-
mantle Meat Works, that concern shonld
be uvsed as a base to keep lown
prices. I will next deal with the com-
parison of prices as disclosed by the
market teports published from time to
time., On the 5th January the London
price for frozen bheef was 43£d. per 1b,
while in Perth bullocka were sold at from
£23 to £25, and in Melbourns the price
for a bullock ranged from £16 to £18. On

That is for chilled,
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the 11th February the Perth, Melbourne,
and Sydney market reports disclosed
practically equal prices. 1 have not got
the March figures, which T could not find
when I was searching the files. On the
29th April the Melbourne prices for fat
bulloeks were about £13 108, while in
Perth the figure ranged from £22 10s. to
£23 105, I might explain to hon. members
that I touk these figurea haphazard from
a file 1 have in order to show the price
of cattle since last Jannary, as disclosed
by the market reports dealing with Mel-
hourne, Sydnev, Adelaile and Perth. On
the 13th May the Melbourne prices for
fat bullocks were from £13 to £14 103, and
in Porth, from £21 to £23, On the 10th
June the Bydney price for a prime bullock
was £]2, while in Perth the price obtained
was from €23 to £23 10s. On the 22nd
July the Terth prive was £20 10s., and on
tire Mth July the Sydney price was from
£13 to £13 10s. On the 4th August eattle
browght £17 in Sydney, while in Perth the
price paid was about £29 12s. 6d. The
meat trade is practieally in the hands of
five men and two selling firms. Despite
the fuct thut to date the Mipinter for Rail-
ways bhas mnot seen fit to aubolish the
present aystem under which the control of
trueking is in the bands of the assoeciated
agents, I think tbat system is wrong in
principle. 1 have endeavoured to ascer-
tain particulars showing actual injustice
done to farmers, and although T have
nouc to place hefore hon, members, T still
say that the principle of handing over the
people’s property to the associated agents
who are interested in securing high prices
for their clients, is bad.

ITon, JJ. Nicholgson: What is done?

Hon., B, H, GRAY: Tnder the nevaent
system, if T desire to seidl 2,000 sheep to
the markets, T can he prevented, practi-
vally, from deing so. The firms ean write
pdvising that the market iz overstocked,
and T am blocked from sending the sheep
forward. At the present time a farmer
must procvre trucks from the Westralian
Farmers Ltd, who are operating in a
w1l way. from Dalgety’s, or from Elder,
Smith’s, T know that the Minister, too,
Las heen endeavouring to aseertnin whether
any inivstiee has bherm exnerienced hy the
farmers.

Hon, G. W, Miles: But eannot you get
a truck privately apart from thaese three
firms?

Hon, E. H. GRAY: No.

Hon, Q. W, Miles: Then that should be
altered.

Hon. . H. GRAY: The trouble is that
this means the whole of the stock and
trnelis are handed over to those concerns.

Hon. G, W, Miles: It is a scandal

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Not necessarily =z
seandal,

Tion. (. W, Miles: Tt ia.
three firms have that rightt

Why should
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Hen. E. H. GRAY: This matter was
mentioned at the recent Road Board Cou-
ference, but delegates seemed to think
that it was all right. Tt is a bad policy
to pursue to enable such concerns to im-
pede operations, hecanse it in so casy to
rig the market. I hope the Government
will devide to control the trucking ques-
tion departmentally,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: The Miniater has
heen in affice for tlree and a half months,
but he has allowed this to go on.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T remarked just now
that I hopel the Minister would alter the
svstem,  Last year 40,000 sheep were
trincked down, The mutton market is
gearer ard all the available space on the
ships trading along the North-West coast
has been hooked np to November, Actu-
ally 45,000 sheep will be shipped dowm
from t'r North-West and  landet at
Tremantle before the end of November.
If a small pastoralist desires to get apace
for his sheep he will not be able to get
it until next January. When it is realised
that the people controlling the position
are agents for the steamers, that they
operate in stork, that they are big
butchers and deal in meat, that they are
also interested in big stations up North,
anil eontral the railway trucks, hon. mem-
bers will appreciate the fact that the rig-
ging of the market does not present a bhig
problem to them. It is only to be expected
that the hutchers whose businesg it is to
get the highest prices pnssible, will en-
leavonr to secure that end. But I eon-
tend that the interests served under this
system are those of the employers and not
of the State,

Hon. G. W, Miles: You must remember
that the stramers are different from the
railways. You mnst book ahead whether
the ships are State nowned or privately
owned.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: That is so, but is it
not remarkahle that only 40,000 sheep
were shipped last year, and yet this year
the steamers are all hooked up to lani
45,000 head before the end of November,
Tt showsa that it is in the interests of those
coneerned to keep np priecs. I was pleared
to find that the Minister had been dealing
with this question, and I helieve the Gov-
cronient have grit enough to compel the
departmental heads to mave, go that we may
have hetter conditions operating mext sea-
gon., Tt is hopeless to accomplish much this
year, but in order to make the position
hetter next year something should be done
at once. T understand that the Minister has
taken steps in that direetion. 1 will not
deat with the finaneial position, heennse sov-
eral cxcellent speeches have been delivered
on that phase. Dealing with the bread-
making industry, I am econvinced that an
investigation is required. ‘We have to-day
some 73 master bakers operating in the
metrapolitan area. There are less than a
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dozen big men, zo that most of the master
bakers are small men. The master bakers
are like the big farmers, for the big haker
ghelters behind the small man, just as the
big farmer shelters behind the small farmer
when computing his ¢osts of produection, The
big master bakery in the metropolitan area
have not been affected by the rise in the
price of flour. TIf it were possible to go
throngh the metropolitan bakehouses and
storea we would find them fully stocked up
with flour bought before the rise took place.
The dogs were barking in the streets loag
before flour went up that there was to be
a big rige in prices. I do not blame the
master bakerg for taking advantage of the
position; it is their business to do so. If,
however, there were a eloser nnderstanding
between the farmers, the millers, and the
Government this infringmeent of the public
intereats would not be permitted,

Hon. J. Cornell: Kot the farmer; he is
never consulted.

Hon, E. H, GRAY: We are to have this
year a 20 million bushel harvest, and the
local consumption, T understand, will he
about two million bushels, I hold that there
should be some understanding to secure a
standard price for wheat for local consnmp-
tion. T have heard Mr. W, D, Johnson gpeak
vory effectively upon this.

Hon. (. F. Baxter: It would mean dear
bread.

Hon. F. H. GRAY: No, it would not. I
do not see why we should be subject to
these fluctnations in the price of flour that
meun s0 much suffering amongst the eon-
famera,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Is there a way out?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: Yes there is, Apart
from this, we have often mnoticed that the
peaple do not squeal about the eost of pro-
duction until there is a world scareity, To-
day, whether wheat be dear or chean, the
cost of jroduction and of distribution of
bread is altogether too high. We have 73
master bakers in the metropolitan arca. We
ennld very well cut out many of them and
divide the metropolitan area into zones, thus
reducing the enst of distribution by over one
halfrenny per loaf. Master bakers tell me
that it costs from 1d. to 114d. per loaf to
place bread in the average house. That is
scandalous.

Foo, J. M. Maefarlane: Bad debts and
booking cost more than that.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The time has arrived
when a eommission should be appointed to
deal with the whole position. e could
have expert bakers on it. The majority of
master bakers who are doing well at present
woulil weleome any scheme for redueinge the
cost of distribution.

Hon. J. Duffell: And reducing the price
of flour.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: That i3 so. The com-
mission eould inqnire into the cost of the
production of flour and of bread, and of
the distribution of bread.
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Hon. J. Duffell;: The master millers have
an association.

Hoh. E. H GRAY: Yes, they maoage
their affairs much as do the master
butehers; they have a eapable organisatiom.
The Fremantl: requirements have been
placed comprehensively before the House by
Mr. Kitson. Down there we want quite a
lot of things. At the same time we have
live memberg to see that we get our share
of the small amount of money available.
Fremantle requires a doek and a new rail-
way. I am pot proposing to waste the time
of the House putting forward a liat of our
requirements at present impossible of at-
tainment. I rely on the sense of junstice in
Ministers to give Fremantle, as every other
distriet, a fair share of improvements when
the mopey is available. However, some
things are imperative and must be dealt
with apart from considerations of finance.
When in Collie the other day, I was sur-
prised that Mr. Ewing, until recently a
Minister of the Crown, should have been
satisfied with the condition of the Collie
hospital. I will never rest unmtil better
facilities are provided in Collie for the
treatment of sick and injured persoms.

Hon. J. Ewing: Your Government say
they connot find the money this year.

Hon, E, H. GRAY: T am sorry they can-
not. Any man who has been at Collie will
admit that the existing hospital facilities
constitute a reflection on our humanity and
civilisation.

Hon. J. Ewing: Tt is not as bad as that.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes, it is. If any
health authority were sent down from Perth
he would condemn the place. It is a sean-
dal. Collie is the centrc of a mining area
and is surrounded by hundreds of men at
work in the timber industry. My conscience
will not allow me to rest until I see better
hospital aecommodation for the people of
Collie and the Collie distriet. Through
living im  Claremont and being in
¢lose proximity to the Hospital for
the TInsame, I am interested in that
institution. T 'have apoken on this
question in the House heforr, and hon.
memhers will rememb v the apritatrion that
was set goinyg hy the Feturned Soldiers”
Anxociation as the reanlt of what | had to
say ahout the inhuman conditions to whick
returned  seldiers were sabjeeted at  the
agrlum. AN that was ba! enough, hut why
make a distinetion 1 etween anldicys and the
civil population? The asvlum is more like
a dungeon than a hoespital. Tndeed it is a
aanl, It is of nn vr<o abusing the mpnage
ment. The lafe Govermment had plenty of
room for improvement. We onaht to realis
that we are treating patients at the asylun
inbumanly, for which of conrie we, as re-
presentatives of the neonle, must aceept our
share of respensibility. Drastic alterations
arr required in the asvlum, Seeing. too,
that the patients have heen drawn from all
classes of society, it is hizh time the Gov-
ernment, indeed all af s, took aetive stena
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to improve the conditions. If it is a scandal
and inhuman for returned soldiers to be
kept there, it is alse inhuman and a seandal
for members of the civil population to be
kept there. In dealing with this question,
we caanot await improvewment in the finan.
ces, but must get the necessary moncy
where we can. The Old Men’s Home is an-
other inslitution ealling for improvement.
Personally I wounld rather go to Fremantle
Gaal than to the Old Men's Home, I know
buth places pretty well.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do you know the gaol
from the outside or from the ingide?

Hon, F. TL GRAY: T know both of them.
The 11 Men's Home could be made a
5Pl ndid institution, but 1he bospital ac-
conmmaodation-—T understand there is to be
a big alteration cffeeted—is altogether too
small.  The whole place requires enlarge-
ment and the provigion of better facilities.
T am not exaggerating when I say that
for cleanliness, for food and for ordinary
conditions of life T would prefer to go to
the Fremantle Gaol rather than to the Old
Men’s Home-—provided, of course, [ was
allowed out when I wished, Of the
two institutions, the gael is by far the
hetter, T am not suggesting any misman-
agement at the Old Men's Hompe, but the
place i4 overcrowded. )

Horn. F. E. 8. Willmott: Persons put
into the Fremantle Gaol have to stop there,
wherens  the inmates of the Old Men’s
Home come out, get covered with vermin,
and go back and give a lot of trouble.

Hon, F. H. GRAY: T am speaking of the
men in the hospital, men who cannot go out.
There i8 nmo doctor there.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Old Men’s Home is
altogether on a wrong hasis, and is greatly
congested,

Hon, K, H, GRAY: Now [ want to touch
npon infant welfare. Dr. Saw, I expeet,
will say something about this later. A
strong effort is being made to plaec West-
ern Australia and the metropolitan area on
the basis of the other States, where consid-
erable progress has been made in the move-
ment. Tt iz only rensonable to nsk the
Government to subsitise municipalities in
their endeavours to finanee infant welfare

centres,  Asx econrpared with New Zenland,
onr vital statistics are unfavourable.

Mundreda of onr hates are lost cevery vear
throngh ignorance on the part of mothers,
and alsa throngh Irek of facilities that
onght to Le provided for all. Tt is high
time the Government gave serious consid
eration to thig question and encouraged the
formation of infant welfare centres throngh-
out the State. Tn eonclusion T may say |
am provd to le sssociated with the Lahour
Government, T realise the diffienlt task
eonfrontinz them in consequence of the
finauces of the State bheing in a parlous
condition. as ably demonstrated by those of
my  colleagues who have already spoken.
ITuwever, T helieve the Government have
quite sufficient ability to suceessfully tackle
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the variows problems awaiting them, and
that as the result of their efforts the State
will progress as never hefore. 1 have plea-
sure in supporting the Address-in-reply.

Hon. A, J, H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urbnn) [5.57): Several hon. membera have
voummented on the absenee of a guard of
honvur and loyal salute from the opening
of P'urlinment. [ do not intend to pursue
that subject, except to say that although
no guns were fired at the opening of Par-
linment, there has been a considerable dis-
vharge of lLeavy canuon in this Chamber
during the debate, Fspecially has it heen
directed towards the ranks of the defeated
enemy by those who, ¢ne might say, were
the allies of the present Government in as-
sisting to defeat the Nationalist Gavern-
ment, [ joim with other hon, members in
congratulating Mr, Drew on his re-election
to the Ilouse, and on his again assuming
the ofiee of Leader of the Chamber. When
in 1913 I first entered the House, Mr. Drew
wue Leader. Ho it seems like old times to
find him oceupying tHe same seat. Mr.
Drew to-day probably realises what a very
ditferent Houge it is from what it was when
I entered it. No dowbt he is looking for-
ward to an easy task this seszion. L re-
member that in 1915 I thought the Minister
had & very hard task. I must confees that
I did not envy him that tagk; for, although
he had a band of loyal and deveted fol-
lowers, numerically somewhat small, behind
him, and although he had the respect and
confidence of all members, yet he was faced
by a large majority of somewhat hostile
eritics politieally. To-dav the position is
entirely different. e still has the same
devoted band of followers, somewhat simi-
Jar in numhers to what he had then, but
the composition of the rest of the House
is entirely changed. Judging from the
speeches of (his sescion and indeed of last
session, when they were busily engaged
tronmeing the Mitchell Government, Mr.
Drew has overy reason to expeet that he
will get the support of those members
who D their hostile eriticism of the Na-
tional Government undoubtedly assisted in
causing the defeat of that Administratien.
Mr. Kirwan alluded to this when he said
that t e hostile criticism of thia Chamber
had driven the late Nationalist Government
out of power, T agree with him. T gnaid
that at the elections and have continued to
say it ever sine. But Mr. Kirwan went
further. {le said that the criticism of Mr.
Lovekin aml Mr. Holmes—I regret that
nejther is in his place, breauvse T shall have
something to say abont Mr. Lovekin at any
rate— mere than that of the previous
T.ewder of the Opposition, Mr. Collier, had
heen respansible for turning the late Gov-
erntent out of office. Tn other words, he
said that, whereas Banl had slain his thow-
sands, David in the person of Mr. Lovekin
had slain his tens of thowsands. You, Sir,
who, like myself, were bronzht up with o
very intimate knowledge of Holy Writ, will



(12 AcersT, 1924.]

remember how in the book of Samuel it js
reluted that Saal and David returned from
1l wlaughter of the Philistincs. They were
met by the women of all the cities of Israe)
who came out from the towns dancing and
singing and saying one to another, *‘Siul
hath slain his thousands and David "his tens
of thousands,’'’ 1 regret to say that this
displeased Saul, who anid, ‘‘They have
aseribed unto David tens of thousands and
to wme -but thousands, and what cau he have
miore hut my khingdom’’; and Saul eyed
David from that day and forward. I trust
that will not be the iate of Mr. Lwvekin,
and that the remarks of Mr, Kirwan will
not cavse any disharmony between those
two yentlemen, Mr. Lovekin and Mr,
Collier. You will remember, Sir, that Saul
attem)ted to slay David with a javelin and
David subsequently had to escape to the
eave of Adullam, where he gathered around
him all thr diseontented of the kingdom to
the pumber of several lundred. I do
not know whether we are going to have a
parallel again and whether Mr. Lovekin is
golng to escape to some cave in King's
Park and gather around Lim there some of

the discontents of the retropolis. Om
Saul's death David was called to the
throne. [ de¢ not koow whelher fovtune

alse lits that in store for Mr, Lovekin; but
stranger things bave happened. Yon will
rememnber that Mr, Gladstone, the rising
hope of tha stern unbending Tories,
bocame a leader of the Liberal Party,
that Joseph Chamberlain, onee a Radieal
and, T believe, & Repuhlican, hecame the
glory of ihe Congervatives. Lloyd George,
who wag looked wpon as the Lime-
house mob orator, for many  years
was kept in power by the Conserva-
tives. Mussolini, one of the most extreme
socialists, is now the lcader of the Faseigm,
and T suppose the most autoeratic ruler in
Europe. 1 notice in ane of the papers, the
“‘Teader’® I think, that already :he
““*Worker’’ newspaper is acclaiming and
priising Mr, Lovekin. T notice that Mr,
T.ovekin's invective against Sir James Mit-
c"ell is bring continved; in faet he iande
an extremely lostile apeech the other day
against Sir James Mitchell.  Althongh he
told ne that 8ir James was a man whomn he
almost loved, smeh a tender solieitud for
one’s vietim has, I fancy, not been known
gince the days of the walrus and the oyster,
some verses that I think Mr. Stewart
quoted last session—

T weep for yom,’’ the walrus said,
‘‘I Aeeply sympathise.’’

With sobs and tears he sorted out
Those of the largest size,

Holding his pocket handkerchicf
Before his stréaming eyes.

A great deal has been said about finauve
and the deficit and in hostile eriticism gen-
erally of the late Government. Those erili-
eisms to my mind have been ungenerous,
insomuch as they have entirely omitted to
mention the special diffienlties that have
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faced every Government in this State sinee
telderation, and yarticolariy the diffienlties
that have heset ns during and since the
war. Mr. Lovekin, when it svits his ynr-
pose, aseribes all our financial ills to ike
Tact that we have entered Federation. I
am uot gsure that he does pot even wish to
upset the Federal pact, but when it suits
his purpese, le also aseribes our financial
pozition to the actions of Sir James Mit-
cliell, [ consider the eriticisms have not
been at all generous, hecause thev lave en-
{irely overiooked the fact that during the
last two years the Mitehell Government re-
dueed the defivit from something like three-
fuarters of a million to under a quarter ofa
ntillion. That wndorbtedly was a very re-
markable performance.  Mr. Collier was
very mnch more gemcyous when speaking a
conyle of years ago on the Fstimates, Ae-
cording to ‘‘Hansard’’ of the 19th Sep-
teruber, 1922, pnge 798, Mr. Colier said-—
The Premier set ont with the statement
that he is goini to end the year with a

defieit of £389,000, that is to say
£343,000 lesa ilhan the defieit of last
vear, If the Treasurer’s cstimate should

be realised, he will Fave done wonderfnlly
well, If the State ecan manage to reduves
its doficit by go substantial a som as
£343,000 in onc year, we need have very
little fear for the balaneing of the ledger
in the year immediately ahead of ng, On
a previons oceasion in this Chamber I
anid we shonld do very well if we were
able in a year to reduce the annuallv re-
eurring deficit by £100,000. I st be-
liecve if ve can see the end of these de-
ficits ir fire or six years. we shall do
very well indeed, and it will not be wise
to impose taxation in order to accelerate
the redretion of the defieit.  Certainky
if the Treasurer realises his estimates of
revenue and expenditure and so reduces
the defieit by £343,000 for this vear, he
will have done remarkab]y well. But I
do not think for a moment the Treasurer
will achicve the resolt he expects.
The actnal deficit turred out to be £405,000
an amonnt verv close indeed to Sir James
Mitchell ‘s estimate, In the subsequent yvear,
ag T bave shown, Sir James Mitchell wag
able to reduce the deficit to less than a
anarter of a million. That was something
that Mr. Collier said wonld be a remarkabhle
performanee, and Mr, Kirwan, in speaking
here the other day, admitted that his own
forecast as to what waonld be achieved had
heen wrong. But I have not heard of thnse
members who speak on financial matters
passing any encomiuma on 8ir James Mit-
chell and the undonbtedly wonderful per-
farmanee he put up in redueing the defleit.
Hon, W. H. Kitsou: What abouf rev-
enue resnlting from loan expenditurc?
Hon. A. J, H. SAW: Whatever the re-
arlt from the expenditure of loan monsy
may have heen, Mr. Collier was perfectly
mware of it when he uttered those words in
1822, That was after Sir James Mitehell



148

had retursed trom the Ul Country, wlen
we knew that the group scttlement scheme
was to be carried on and that loan
money would be available and would
be spert in that way. Undoubtedly
the expenditure of losr money has as-
sisted to improve the revenus because
of the additional buoyaney it has given to
the State. Hir Jamvs Mitehell undoubtediy
deserves credit, :ad his policy, I consider,
was «uite the proper one for him to adopt. 1
was glad to see the remarks in the Gover-
acr’s Speech indicating the policy of the
present Goverument on  immigration and
land settlement. [ welcome the proposal to
appoint a2 Royal Commission to investigatc
the operatious of the group scttlements., 1
trust that the personnel of the Commission
will be such as to give the whole conntry
confidence in ita conclusions. Nay, more, L
hope this question of group settlement, to
which we are undoubtedly committed, wili
be lifted out of the arena, or should I say
out of the mire, of party polities, so that alt
of us may do our hest te bring it to a sue-
cessful conelusion, “There are several rea-
sons why this should be done, the most im-
portant being the defence of this grea: con-
tinent. It haa been Adinued into us often
enough that so long as Australia remains
with a small population it cannot be safe,
and if we have not listeneld, it ia not the
fault of those who have continually harped
upon the subject. We cannot adopt the
means requisite for our defence nor have we
the man power to adequately defend Austra-
lia. Close to us are very hungry natioms,
and it is no use disgmising the fact that our
‘White Australin poliey, in which I am a
firm believer, does give great offence to the
Asiatic races, and rightly so. My opinion is
the time will come when we shall either hare
to fight for the policy of 4 White Australia
or reverse it, because those nations are not
for all time going to submit to the implied
Btigma that it involves. So we must peopl:
thia great country. The rate of progress ot
our own population is so slow that we must
get outside assistance from TFurope, ana
preferably from our own kith and kin. So
far as I know, there is no portion of Waest-
ern Australia that wounld appeal to the in-
habitants of Northern Furope, including the
British Isles, more than would the Samth.
West, The elimatie conditions render it one
of the most desirahle portions of Western
Australia. For nearly 100 years thia State
bhas been populated snd the Sonth-West
has made comparatively slow progress, the
resson for which is obvious. It is ap thickly
timbered and the cost of clearing it is so
great that up to the present it has not been
an economic proposition to deal with it om a
large scale. Those who are competent to
say—and I am not one of them—have ex-
pressed the opinion that there is no better
method of settling that country than by
means of group settlement. That may be
so; I am prenared to accept the opinion be-
eanse up to the present those fine areas of
good 80il in a wonderful climate have not

(COUNCIL.)

beer made use of, 1f they can be made uee

of by means of the group settlement scheme,

I consider it is our duty to do go. Further-

more, We owe a duty to those over-populated

nations of Europe to fird here in our ampty

spaces room fcr some of their people, Lt.
ig desirable not only irom a defenca point -
of view hut from a social point of view that

we should fill up our empty spaces.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Bon, A, J, H, SAW: Before tea T was
speaking of the reasons why a forward po-
licy of immigration and land eettlement
shonld be adopted, and particularly of the
advantages offered in the South-West by the
syatem of group settlements, according to
the opinion of people qualified to speak
thereon. That system of group settlement-
has undoubtedly received the praise of vari-
ous distinguished visitors to this State who
had the opportunity of eeeing the system in
progress. It has also received the support
of both the Commonwealth Government and
the Imperial Government. Wher Sir James
Mitehell went Home in the early months ot
1922, he was able to interest the British
Government and obtain an agreement with
them, which agreement was ratified in the
British Parliament by the Empire Setile-
ments Aet. It hag beeu said in this Cham-
ber, especially by Mr. Lovekin—and I am
gorry that hon. member is not here, because
I am afraid I shall have to make some re-
marks concerning his speeeh, and one has a
certain diffidence in deoing it during a mem-
ber’s ahsence—ithat that agreement was a
bad agreement, Mr. Lovekin’s romarks were
80 pointed, and to my mind so untrue, that
I have no option bui to take the matter np,
even in his absence. Mr. Lovekin said 8ir
James Mitehell conld have got better terms
in respect of the group settlement scheme:
and the immigration poliey than he did ob-
tain. Mr, Lovekin called the agreement
ftstupid.’’ He started by saying that Bir
James Mitehell had not tried to obtain a bet-
ter agrecment, and subsequently said that
Sir Yames Mitchell waa too stupid to make
a favourable agreement—that was the effect
of Mr. T.ovekin’s worda. [ am perfectly sure
that that ig mot true. [ challenged Mri
T.ovekin for his anthority for the statement
that Mr. Amery was at that time willing to
concede hetter terme than Sir James Mit-
e¢hell obtained. Mr. Lovekin said he had
gome private letters, and that T could see
them if T liked. I have a constitutional oh-
jeetion tn reading people’s private corres-
pondence, and I am perfectly certain that it
Mr. Lovekin has private correspondence deal-
ing with that matter, those letters were in-
tended to be private, and were not intended
to be shown to me. But even if he has letters
whirh mnurpoert that, T challenge the au-
thoritv, hecanse nobody except Mr. Amery
and the British Government themselves ean
say whether Mr. Amery and the British
Government wonld have given Sir Jamns
Vitcehell hetter terms.  Sir Tames Mitchell
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has told the pulli- over and over again that
titese were the bust terms he eould obtain
and that he was satisfed with tham. He
eame Lack here and disclosed them, and sail
he considered them good terms. I guarantee
that the majority of the people of West-
ern Australia at the time thought they were
good terms. Dersonally I thought so and
still think so. If during the course of the
last two years the Howmc authorities were
willing to ygive better terms, it is no dis
paragement for Sir James Mitchell, who
hlaz 1 the frack. One might just as -vell
sy it was a disparagement to Lord For-
rest becavse when he went across the first
time to South Awvstralin he used horses and
did not use the Trans-Australian train,
which, of course, at that time wag not built,
The same thing is pertinent to Sir James
Mitehell. He was the first person to in-
terest the DBritish Government in the Em
pire migration and land settlement policy,
and to get the Home Government to take
it up nnd suveidige it, Tf in the course of
events the Hritish Government have seen
fit to give hettur terms, then I say all the more
honour te them that they treated the matter
nat in any huekstering spirit: but certainlv
it is no disparagement to Sir James Mit-
chell.  Furthermore, we know perfeetly well
from what Sir Jamey Mitehell said, that
when he was making this agreement with
Mr. Amery he asked Mr. Amery whether,
in the cvent of other Australian States or
any of the British Tominions obhtaining
a better agreement, Mr. Amery and the
Rritish Government would be prepared to
let Western Australia participate in those
botter terms; and he obtained a promi-e
from Mr. Amery to that effeet. That prom
ire has subscquently been ratified. 8o T
think it is unfair to stiematize Sir James
Mitebell as either not having done his hest,
or as not having heen capable of abtaining
a hetter agreement. The great thing was
tn get the PBritich Government intereste]
in the scheme, and Sir James Mitehell aue-
cended in doing that. If the prevent Com-
monwenlth Government have been able to
get o hetter scheme, themn I say that faet
is largely dne to the efforts of Sir James
Mitehell, who pioreered this work. T wau
very sorry inderd to hear Mr, Lovekin sav
that Mr. Amery ‘‘brapgged’’ ahont the
agreement he niade with Sir James MAit-
chell, I will quote Mr. Lovekin’s exact
words from the ‘‘Daily News,”' which pub-
lishea very complete aceounts of our discus-
sions. Mr. Lovekin had the temerity to
say in reference to Mr. Amery—

Mr. Amery made the agreement, and
when the agreement was flxed up in a
most perfunctory manner, Mr. Amerv
went back to the Honse of Commons and
Tragyed that he had been able to make
a dea! with Weatern Anstralia.

Mr. Amerv is undoubtedly a friend of Ane.
tralin. and T elnim that in all his remnrks
and in 21l his actions he has nroved hima~1f
a friend of Anctralia, and has been imbnad
with the right spirit of the relationship
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betweer oversea dominions and the Unitedd
Kingdom. For anybody to say that M.
Amery ''bragged’’ is too ridiculous for
worde. In the first lace, as 1 have said,
Mr. Amery is a statesman; and secondly
he ig un English gentleman. Whatever the
faults and failings of an English gentle-
man may he--of course like every other
class of people, English gentlemen have
faults and failings—biagging is not one
of them. As Kipling finely puts it—

Such boasting as the Gentiles use,

Or lesser breeds outside the law.
Certainly Euglish statcsmen do not brag.
I read Mr. Amery’s speech aiter he made
it, in the ‘'Times’’: and I had a lively
recollection of it when Mr. Lovekin was
speaking; but T am glad that Mr. Lovekin’s
remarks have made mc re-read Mr. Amery’s
speveh.  If hon. membera have not read it,
and if they want a real treat, T arvize them
to get the ‘‘Hansard'' of the fouse of
Commons whiech T have here and read the
repart, If there is in that speech a single
word which ean be interpreted as bragging,
T will donate anv sum Mr, Lovekin likes to
name to any puhlie charity he likes to men-
tion. Mr. Amery was followed by Mr.
Clynes, who evidently followed on behalf of
the T.nbour Party in the House of Com-
mons, then in opposition. Mr. Clynes was
the Neputy Leader of the T.abonr Partr,
and at that time, T fancy, the Labour Party
were numerically stronger than the oid Lib-
eral Pnrty. Mr. Amery’s speech so muceh
imrressed Mr, Clvnes that this is what he
said when he rore to sneak—

T cannnt recall any recent occasion cn
which a Bill hag been commended to the
House v apr Minister in terma of more
gennine good feeling thap the hon. mem-
ber has shown. 7T wish to give him rverv
eredit for a wish to fulfil the ambitions
purpose of thizs small measure of one
clanse which ia before us now,

And Mr. TLovekin said Mr. Amery almost
bracged! T wonld like to ask Mr. Lovekin,
had he had the good fortune to be Premier of
Weostern Australia, and had this State had
the gond fortune ta have Mr, Lovekin as
it Premice, and had he gone Home, does ke
think he wonld have pot better terms from
the British Government than Sir James Mit-
vhell got?  As te the term= of the ¢ ‘stupid '’
agreement, it is extraordinary that the head,
the king pin, of the Country Party, Mr., A,
T. Monger. in his presidential nddress to the
annual conference of the Primary Produe-
era’ Aaseciation, held on the 8th Auomst.
1922, anid-—nfter Rir James Mitehell came
back with the f‘stunid’’ agrerment—

T want to take this annartonify of eon-
orntulatine Rir James Mitehell upon the
anerese of his nission to Eneland, and
nnen the financial  arranerements made
with the Tmperial and Commonwealth
Aavernments,

Thnt #a the ‘‘stupid’’ agreement. Now a
few words on the nuestion of the Peel Es-
tate and the auestion of the numher af cows
that are reonired there, and, necnrding to
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Mr. Lovekin, eannat be got. Mr. Lovekm
was one of the rommissioners who sat on
the Peel Estate and inquired into it. In
this House, so far ag T ean gather, there
seems to be much confusion as te how many
cows were refuired—whether 6,000, ag Mr.
Lovekin said, or 10,000, as T faney Mr.
Baxter said, or seine other number that
somebody else stated.

Hon. J. Cornell: The expert said the set-
tlers would want 10 cows cach.

Hon. A. J. M, SAW: But not all at
once. T interjected when Mr. Lovekin was
talking of the diffienlty Mr, Hampshire had
in obtaining cows, “‘Didn't the rinderprst
outhreak hare some bearing on this mat-
ter?'” Mr. Lovekin replied ‘*No; it was
very unimportant.’’ I then went fur-
ther and said that I understood a consid-
able number were slaughtered. Mr. Love-
kin said, ‘*No: only a few cows were
slaughtered, and the matter had no bear-
ing.’? Candidly, I was astounded at that,
because, like most members of Parliament.
I read the papers and take a little in-
telligent interest in what happens, espeei-
ally in such an event as the outbreak of
rinderpest. 1 find that instead of a few
cows being slaughtered owing to the out-
break, the number destroyed in dealing
with the rinderpest trouble was more than
1,500, and that the most of them were
dairy cattle. Consequently it seems to me
that it has A most important bearing on
the question of cows for the Peel or any
other estate.

Hon. J. Cornell: Rinderpest was raging
while the Commission waa sitting.

Hen, A, J. II. SAW: I was prompted to
make this remhark becansa I remember per-
fectly well—taking the inlerest I do in
these matters, and having read the evi-
dence which again was supplied to us in
the ‘‘Daily News'' at great length—one
respoensible witness before the Commission
snid that the question of cows did have a
tnost important bearing on the subject.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who said that!?

Hon. A, J, H. 8AW: I fancy it was Mr.
}feLarty.

Hon. J. Cornell: As a matter of fact
the rinderpest was not cleared up untif
the Commission had finished its report.

Hon, A, J. H. 8AW: Over 1,500 cattle

were slaughtered, and more than half
were dairy atock. Yet Mr. Lovekin de-
clared that only a few had been

slaughtered, and that that few had very
little bearing on the whole question. What
are the faeta? Tt is stated that we have
not the number of cows rejuired for the
group settlements. When the Colonial
Heeretary replies I trust he will be able
to tell us; but so far as I can hear—I am
not in the possession of official secrets—
the number of dairy cows that will be
required for group settlements up to the
end of the present year will be something
Tike 2,000.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J, Ewing: Nnt quite so many.

Ton. A. J. H. 8AW: Perhaps Mr, Ewing
knower the position better thae I de. It is
apparent that all the cows will not be
required at onece.  Admitting that the
figure is 2,000, the slaughter of 1,600 dur-
ing the rinderpest outbreak would have a
considerable bearing on the question of
shorlage.

Hun. A. Burvill: Do not forget also that
those 1,500 eattle had some calves.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW : As we all know, dairy
¢attle have an increase each year. They
could not Lie dairy eattle otherwise. I am
sorry that Mr. Holmes is not present. Of
course we all know the reason of his
sbgence. Our sympathy goes out to him
in the bereavemeut he recently suffered
by the death of u brother. I should, at
the same time, like to take exception to
a statement made by that hon. member
regarding migrants. He said that from
the flgures quoted, I helieve by Mr. Ang-
win, far more native-born Australians
who had gone on to the group settlements
had left them, than the people who had
come from overseas, That was Mr, Ang-
win’s statement, and Mr, Holmes was
confident, and declared he had reason for
saying it, that the Ausiralian-born knew
what he was up against and had got out,
wherezs the migrant stayed on because he
was in receipt of 10s, a day and had a
house or a shanty in which to lJive. I
copsider that is a libel on group settle-
ments, 1 do not for one moment dbelieve
the statement. My opinion is that the
oversens people are staying on the groups
because they are anxious to make a home
for themselves, and I am going to ask
Mr, Holmes, and other hen. members as
well, to be careful about the statements
they make in this House and outside, and
not to discourage the settlers. God knows,
they liave a hard enough task to malke a
do of it, and for Heaven’s sake do neot
make that task any barder by discourag-
ing thein. The spirit of discontent is
raised easily encngh. It i possible to
do a great deal of harm, but I ask hon.
mentbers not to do that harm., That is the
reason why [ draw attention to the re-
marks of Mr, Holmes. I am going to turn
away frum what I suppose everybody re-
gards as the most important matter we
have to deal with to matters in faet,
that [ rezard as of equal importance to
the people, but which T am sorry to say
the majority of our community fail to
reeognise us such. I am certain, at any
tute, that the various Governments do not
recognise the importance of the health of
the community and the accommodation
that is required in onr hospitals. Mr. Gray
alluded to country hospitals. I have seen
some of them hut I will leave the question
of these institutions to those members who
are more familiar with them than am I, and
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will deal with the Perth Hospital with which
I am familiar. Ever since my return
from the war I have devoted a lot of time,
in spenking on the Address-in-reply, to the
requircments of the Perth lhospital which
is not a local hospital, but the hoapital of
the Htate inasmuch as it eaters for the
wholv State. I have been comtinually ham-
mering on the subject of the various re-
quirements of that institution, and T am
glad to say that three of the things I have
been endeavouring to recure have been sup-

plied. The first was the appointment of a
pathologist. That appeintment has been
made. Then there were the questions of

orthopedy and the better equipment of the
institution with an X-ray plant., The sec-
ond guestion I min glad to say has received
attention, whilst with regard to the plant,
it has been attended to in part, but that

part is to a certain extent the re-
gult of the generosity of Mr. Love-
kinn I would Hke to tender to Mr.

Lovekin the thanks that are due te him in
this respect. I am rorry to say, however,
that the improvements in the X-ray depart
mept have not gone as far as they should,
Last session I brought forward a motion

urging on the Government the desirability

of installing an X-ray plant known as deep-
therapy for the treatment of cancer. T am
glad to say that resolution was passed and
wag forwarded to another place where it
was also confirmed, and then sent to the
Government. I regret to say that the wmat-
ter ended there; the Government tock no
action go far as [ know, I am not alto-
ether blaming the Government because, so
ar ag I can see, part of the blame, at any
rate, iy duee to the fact that the Perth Hos-
pital Board has mot had sufficient push to
get the plant. That is my impression, and
as I know, and knew at the time [ brought
the motion forward, that it did not have
the sympathy of the prinecipal medical offi-
ecer who is alsc on the hospital board
and is, of course, ome of the board’s
technieal advisers, I was. disappointed,
but I would not let the matter xest.
Three or four months ago I selected at ran-
dom eleven Londen hospitals and the Edia-
burgh Infirmary and wrote asking whether
they would give answers te two questious
that I would submit. The questions were,
(1) Did they keep a deep-therapy apparatus
installed; (2) Were they contemplating
doing so, or taking any action at all. The
institutions were good enough to reply, and
this is the gist of the answers I received:—
Beven London hospitala have already got
the plant installed, the King's, the Caacer
Hospital, London, Middlesex, St. Bartholo-
wmew's, Guy’s—all of London. The Royal
Infrmary, Fdinburgh, zlso has the plant
installed, making seven hospitals in all
The Middlesex Hospital has an apparatus
eapable of treating four patients at a time.
The Charing Cross Hospita] wrote that they
were likely to instal the plant in the near
future. 8t. Mary’s stated that provi-
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sion was being made for it. The Uni-
versity Hospital declared that the question
was under consideration.  Only twe hos-
[itals gave an unfavourable reply, namely,
Westmingter and Thomas’, both of which
declared that they had stayed their hands
to await further results. When we consider
what everybody knows, that the London
Lospitals are extremiely poor, and throngh
the war, and sinee the war, have had 2 ter-
tibly stronuous and anxiows time financially,
hecause of the heavy taxation wbich has hit

up the peeple of England whe con-
tributed so Jargely to the hospitals,
we muet realise that these institu-

tions are having a bad time and that
many of them have bigger Jdeficits re-
latively than ever Sir James Mitchell had
in his worst days. We have also to remem-
Ler that, I suppose, London medical opinion
is about the most conservative in (he world.
[ will read a sentence from the report for
1923 of the Lomdon Canecer Iloupital,
Denling with the work that institution lid
in that year with referemce to cancer and
deep-therapy, this is what is written:—
In a considerable number of cases, the
diseuse previonsly active bas been ren-
dered quiescemt. There is now a consid-
erable group of cases of carcinoma of the
breast where the tumours are muech re-
duced uand appear to he fibrosed and
quiegcent. Sevcral cases of earcinoma of
the nterns have responded well to com-
bined treatment, radivm being applied
locaily first,
When 1 spoke in the Housa on deep-therapy
I did not represent that it was a cure-all, I
stated that in my opinion cases that ad-
mitted of it were still best suited for op-
eration, but that there were cases where op-
erations were ineffective, and that for those
cases deep-therapy should be applied. Al
ready we have two private practitioners in
Perth, Thes: gentlemen have gone to the
great expense of providing their own plant,
and yet the main hospital has not got one,
I am going to ask the Leader of the Houre
if he will make inquiries into this matter
and eee whether he vannot push it alomg.
My own opinion is that an apparatus should
be installed, and that the services of one
of the radiologists of Perth, or perhaps the
two, should be secured. Of course they
would have to be paid, because radiology
is caleulated to cauge diteriorution in the
health of the operator.

Hon, G. W. Miles:
vessive,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Ti would prob-
ably cost £1,500, perhaps less, to in-
stal a plant. Or if the services of
the private practitioners were secured,
selected cases conld be treated privately
by them at the Government expense. I
think the best method would be t{o put the
apparatus into the Perth Public Hospital. Y
am sorry to say that hospital is suffering
financially. An appeal is now being made
to the people with the object of getting in

The cost is not ex-
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enough money to remedy the preseat posi-
tion. There is also a chortage of nurses.
Nurges are still asked to work 62 hours a
week.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott: Shame!

Hon, A, J. H. BAW: A probationer in
her firat year gets the magnificent remunera-
tion of 7a. 6d. per week, and che works 62
hours. Even when the nurses have got on
a little, the pay is still miserably insde-
quate.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. J. H. BAW: There is & want of
accommodation at the hospital, not only for
patients, hut for nurses. That is one of
the reasons why the nurges have to work
such long hours, There is not enough accom-
modation to enable the hospital authorities
to tnke in nurses to relieve the situation.
There is a long waiting list of patients ow-
ing to the lack of accommodation at the
inatitntion. Patients whe require operating
on for hernia, varices, and other things
which require attention, but can be post-
poned, are very numerons. Bometimes they
have tn wait for months after putting down
their nomes. That is not right. It is time
this position was remedied. T believe the
pregent Government are anxious to do what
they can to remedy the social conditions of
the people, It is their duty to do so and
T intend to help them,

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott: Tt will make &
big Qifference to the appeal.

Hon. A, J. II. SAW: There is also the
mental reception ward. The resident medi-
cal officer, Dr. MacKenzie, bas been grumb-
ling about the place ever rince he was there.
A promise was wnade that a new reception
ward would be provided. Amn effort was
made to put it down at Claremont. Mr, Gray,
who favoured its establighment, joined
forces with us and we had it removed from
that place. T helieve the Government have
now boupht a site near Applecross. I have
not seen any bricks laid yet, but perhaps
there is a shortage of that commodity.
the meantime the patients are being kept
in the present ward to their own detriment
and to the detriment of other patients.
Then there is the question of skin diseases.
Many of these are of a revolling nature.
Those penple are grouped with the other
patients to their own detriment and to
the detriment of others. They should
bhe in a properly isolated ward. I de not
say that they are dangerous to others, or
that the diseases are infretions, but they are
not nice to look at, and the other patients
de not like to see them. The most re-

assuring thing is that fortunately the
public  conscience in this matter has
been awnkened. It g the duty of

the RState to ecare for the gsick. Those
who are not in a position to pay for com-
petent medieal attention should be looked
after by the State. Tt is time our hospitals
were bronght into line with modern ideas.
At present the Government are not doing
this. T have referred to thiz matter on
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many other occasions, but unfortunately the
only thing T get is an harsh word, I will,
however, continue along these lines until
something ig done. I now wish to refer to
the question of edueation, I hope the
Leader of the House, if he has not already
done so, will read the report of the
Education Commission—of which T wag
& member—that was handed in three
years ago. He will find therein that we
specially stressed the need for rural schools,
where, in addition to the ordinary school
vurriculum, there should be special training
in rural subjects, thus influencing young
people in regard to their future activities.
Wa alvo drew attention to the technical side
of cdueation, in which we found a de-
ficiency. I am not aware that this de-
ficieney bas yet been remedied. Undoubtedly
our technival education i8 not as well ad-
vanerd as is our ordinary elementary cduca-
tion. That should not be the case. X shonld like
to see a closer connection between technical
edueation and the training of apprentices.
In my opinion apprentices should not have
tn go to a techmical school sluring their own
timie, when they are too jaded and tired to
take a preper interest in their work. Some
arrangement should be made to enable them
to get off during working hours, T hope
the Government will not neglect the meeds
of the university. This is a Insty youngster.
Its activities far exceed the expectations of
these who inaugurated it a few years apgo.
Although wa have more students than is the
eass with the Brishane University, we re-
ceive a gmaller subsidy. As Chancellor of
the TTniversity, T have discussed this matter
with the Premier. T am sure Mr, Kirwan,
wlo is a memher of the Senate, will help me
in anything that i3 necessary for this ad-
mirable institution. I hope the Premier will
be able to see his way to grant us some of
the things we are asking for. Chief amongst
our requests is the appointment of a regis-
trar. TUp to date this duty has heen thrown
upon the professors. They are not men with
husiness training, and this duty takes them
from their legitimate fumctions, We had a
registrar in the early days of the war, but
he went to the Front and was unfortunately
killed. Since then the professors have gener-
ously done the work in their spare time with-
out extra remuneration. The law students
also require the cstablishment of a faeculty
of law. The Barristers’ Board has agreed
to this, but T am sorry to say the matter
hangs. No doubt the finances have some-
thing to do with that. There is also a little
lack of sympathy in this direction. T would
put it te the Government that if that was
the idea of the Inte Government they were
wrone, It is important te the State that
the lega! profession, from whieh our judges
are supplied, should be raised to the highest
possible status, and also that our law
students should have the grentrst educational
advantaoes, as is the ease with ather pro-
fesgions. If we had a faculty of law, we
conld dn snmething to improve the conditinns
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of law stodernts. We also want new build-
ings. The late Government gave ug one, hut
we hope the Premier will see his way to
put something on the Loan Estimates for
the erection of another building, We are
miserably housed. It is not in the inter-
ests of the university that it should re-
main much longer in the presgent build-
ings. The time hag come when we shounld
get into proper buildings. Although it
ought not to count, undoubtedly the nuture
of the lLuildings in which the unpiversity
is boused ba- a great deal to do with the
respect in which it is held. A girl student
from ovae of the other universities in the
Eagtern States passed through here re-
cently, ard when I pointed out to her the
Cnivesity buildings she actually lsughed.
I do not wunt that sort of thing to go on.
It js time we bad our permanent home.
We are npot extravagant in our requests.
We wigsh the Government to move us
piecemeal as the finances permit, and, at
avy rate, to continue the work that was
begun by Sir James Mitchell. A free
University is all very well, but it does
not go far enough. Of far greater im-
portance is the establishment of guitable
acholarships, so that those boys and girls
whoea parents cannot afford to keep them
at the University can get their maintenance
while undergoing study. We are apt to
forget what the old universities of the
world have done in the matter of educa-
tion. Many of the colleges of Coambridge,
for instance, were started out of funds
that, T regret to say, probably came from
the suppression of the monasteries. This
was the fund that started most of our
educational iustitutions in FEngland, If
harm, however, was done, good has come
out of it. Trinity College was founded
by Henry VIII., largely from funds that
he derived from the suppression of mon-
asteries, Our charter says he endowed it
himself, but we know where he got tlhe
money, That foundation was started wits
a large number of fellowy, men of educa-
tion who received an annual grant for
doing college work and carrying on the
teaching of urdergraduates, and also with
6 schelars, The world to-day does nod
realise the henefits that education derived
in the old days from the system of
acholarships, in which respect Western
Auvstralia is sadlv lacrking, Very Iittle has
been done in this State, and it is the duty
of the Gnvernment to step in,

Hon. T. W. Kirwan: We also want
correspondence classes.
Hon. A, T, H. SAW: When the finances

improve we shall place quite a numher of
reuests hefore the Premier. Correspond-
enve classes for the people in thr back
blocks is one of these,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: We want a true
Western Australian university.

Hon. A. J. TI. SAW: \WWe do what we
enn, but we have nnt vet heen able to
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bLring im these correspondence classes.
With regard to an agricultural college, the
Education Cwmmission put that in the
forefront of their report as being a work of
such importamce ms to warrant its being
vndlertaken at the earliest possible date, I
have heen very much disappointed that it
lius hwen so loug delayed. I gee the ques-
tion has been narrowed down to two sites,
bt T do not know how long it will take to
decide between the two.

Hen. J. Ewing: Has that not yet been
decided?

LEen. A ). H. BAW: No. 1 hope it will
nat be lonyg hefore it is fined down to one
site, 1 commend the action of Ar.
Stewart, a member of this House, A year
or so age he set apart a portion of ihe
funds that bad acerued to him from the
increase in salary granted to members,
and gave that in trust to the University
for an apricaltural college. 1 hope his
example will be followed by other citizens,
especially by pastoralists and wealthy
people who derive their money from large
vstates and from the land, and that they
in their turn will do something for the
agricultural college. I am in sympathy
with the remarks that bave been inade
with regard to infant welfare. There ia
an excessive mortality amongst children
of tender years in this country. That has
alwaya been the vcase, There are two
reasons for this, One of these is
ignoranve on the part of mothers.
I do not know how that ix to be re-
moved, [n apite of publicity cam-
paigns. mothers go on without knowing
bow to feed their infants, If adequate
instruction could be given to mothers by
nurses, ao much the better. Then there is
the question of the milk supply. T'ntil we
wet & pure milk supply we shall in the
summer have a terribly heuvy mortality
amongst children, Germs multiply rapidly
in milk, Some of these are of a putrefac-
tive nature. One will sce o child thriving
to-day, but in 48 heura the child iz dead.
Tn the hot weather milk puirifies and most
deadly orgamisms grow in it, which h:ve
an almost immediate effect upon the life
af the infant. This state of affairs is
largely due to ignorance, Then there are
the infantile diseases which are not so avute,
but which, owing to had, stule or impurve
milk, eause the child to waste. Then there
is another factor enteriny into this matter.
We have very enervating hot summer days
here, which, to a cvrtain exteut, vndermine
the health of a child. In New Zealand
there has berm great improcement alowne
the lines of infant welfare. The wo-taliv
bas heen very grontly diminished  there.
That Dominien ought to be jroud of its
1evorl ond what it hus done in this respect,
There 18 ove advantage that New Zealand
La~ over Western Australia angd alwass will
have. That ix in the matter of vool sum-
mers, ['ntil Providence gives us eool suw-
mers wo ¢mnot de as well aa N o Zealand
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dovs. We ought, however, to be able to do
better than we do. I now wish to refer to
the retirement of Mr. Walter, FP'olice Magis-
trate, This is reminiscent of one of the firat
actions token by the Labour Government
gome ygars ago when Mr. Roe was removed
from his position as police ma.fistrate. The
Premier says that the action of the Govern-
ment jn removing Mr. Walter was not due
to any vindictiveness concerning what Mr.
Whalter did on the goldfields duaring the war.
0Of course T aceept the Premier's explana-
tion, but all I ean say is that Mr. Collier
is the unfortunate vietim of eoincidence in
that the retirement of Mr. Walter should
have coinciled with the advent of  the
Labour Government to power. Mr. Walter
had heen away on long service leave amil
came back to Western Australin prepared to
resume his duties. He had gained no ink-
ling from any source that he was to be
superseded, and the first intimation he ve-
ceived on his arrival was a communication
in whieh hi= resignation wax demanded, Ie
did not resign his position and he was then
comnulsorily retired, T have no hesitation
in saving that Mr. Walter was one of the
hest magistrater that Perth has had during
its history, and T regret that he was retired.
I do not think it redonnds to the ecredit of
the Government. I am sorry they did it,
and I fhink this action has left a bad im-
;ression on the minds of the neople. When

entered this Chamber T did so with the
idea of not being what ig known as a party
politician. T came here with the intention
of carrying out, ag far as T cavid, one of
the traditions »f this Fouse and one of its
functions, namelv. to judge everv Bill on
ita merits aceording to our views, and to
allow only that particular Bill to influence
our argnments and econvietions when we had
it hefore ns. This Chamher is not con-
cernedl with the fate of Governments. We
are not here to nut out Administrations, or
fo do ancthing in that dircetion. We are
here to judge measures as Lthex are pre-
septed to vs and to exrress omr opinion re-
rardine the general policy of Governments.
I intend to deal with Bills acecarding to my
knowledre and to deal with them on their
merite. T have much pleasure in supporting
the wotion before the Chair,

On motion by Hon. H. J. Yelland, debate
arljourned.

House adinurned at 8,18 pm.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers,

ABSENT TO BILL.

Measage from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Supply
Bill (No. 1), £1,863,500.

QUESTIONS (2)—ROAD MAKINg,
FEDERAL GRANT.

Ezpenditurce in Greal Southern.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (for Mr. Thomson)
agked the Minister for Works: 1, Ts it cor-
rect that the Government propuse to czpend
the whole of the funds allocated to tie tireat
Southern district, under the road geant,
by day labour under departmental super-
vision? 2, If so, will the Government re-
consider their deecision, and hand over to the
local road boards the expenditure of the
money amd the carrving out of the work,
thus utilising local plant and labour?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied :
!, Yes. It has been decided to construct Ly
day labour in the following distriets in
preximity to the Great Southern Railway:
—XKatanning, Dumbleyung, Kent, Woodan-
illing, Plantagenet, Tambellup, Eojonup,
Preston, Broomehill, Gnowangerup. 2, Loeal
plant and labour will be used waersver
possible, but compliance with Commonwealth
conditions must be the deeiding faetor.

Allncations of Money.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What z2llocations have been made
of the first and second years’ grants in con-
neection with the Federal grant for road-
making? 2, In which road board districts
has construction work actually eommenced?¥
3, Are those hoards that are capable of
carrying out the work proposed in their re-
speetive districts to be permitted to do so?
4, In which districts are Public Works De-
partiment employees doing the road workt

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, A statement showing the allocation of the
first vear's grant has heen laid on the Table
of the House. The second year's grant hag
not vet heen allocated. 2, Fremantle, Har-
vey, Swan, Demmark, Lake Grace, Gingin,
Melville, Murray, Sussex, Warren, Albany,



